
















Interpretation: 5-11 
 
Subject: ASME B56.5-1993 
 Paras. 8.4.2, 8.7.4, 8.14.1, Design and Construction 
 
Date Issued:  September 16, 2004 
 

Question: Part III section 8 of ASME B56.5 pertains to the design and construction of “unmanned 
guided industrial vehicles”. ASME B56.5 paragraphs 8.4.2, 8.7.4 and 8.14.1 all make 
reference to ASME B56.8. This appears to be a conflict. From Part I section 1 of ASME 
B56.8, the last sentence states that “unmanned automatic guided vehicles” are not 
included in ASME B56.8. Please clarify this conflict for unmanned automatic guided 
vehicles being designed under Part III section 8 of ASME B56.5, does the design also 
need to meet the applicable requirements of ASME B56.8 when this Standard states they 
do not?  

 
Reply: The provisions of B56.8 are required as specified in B56.5 for a burden carrier type AGV. 

  
The B56.5 standard recognizes that there are styles of AGV's that include, but are not 
limited to, burden carrying products. The committee responsible for the standard realized 
the need for some of the same requirements identified in the various other truck type 
standards. They also recognized that the real expertise for things such as stability, rested 
with the subcommittees for these other truck types. Therefore, rather than repeat the 
requirements in the B56.5 standard, and run the risk of being out of step with potential 
change by the other subcommittees, they referenced the other truck type standards 
stating that those requirements must be met as well as those in B56.5. So while, for 
instance, the scope of B56.8 states that AGV's are not covered by that standard, the B56.5 
states that for a burden carrier type AGV, both B56.5 and the referenced sections of B56.8 
are applicable. 

 


